
family matters

• Sweet Treat Yo Self Pool 
Float, modcloth.com, $40

• Ice Cream Bubbles,  
Dollar General stores, $1 each

• Chill Factor Ice Cream 
Maker, thechillfactor.com, $18

 NEWS  VIEWS  FUN ACTIVITIES THAT KEEP YOU CONNECTED
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THERE’S PLENTY OF WARM WEATHER STILL AHEAD—
TAKE YOUR PICK OF COOL PRODUCTS, AWESOME 
OUTINGS, GREAT READS AND MORE.

SUMMER 
FUN!
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When our kids were little, my husband 
Dan and I planned road trips with  
an attention to detail that likely rivaled 
General Eisenhower’s strategy to 
invade Normandy. Not anymore—these 
days, we hit the highway at the drop of a 
hat like a pair of carefree teenagers, 
with our own teens (17 and 15) in tow.  
A smartphone and the right apps at our 
fingertips means there’s very little we 
can’t tackle as we go. 

Case in point, our annual climb  
to the top of the Great Smoky 
Mountains. A few years ago, we would 
have started booking rooms weeks in 
advance. This summer we mapped and 
reserved almost nothing ahead of 
time—yet spent less money than ever. 

A few days before we left, I bid on a 
rental car at Priceline.com. (For this 
getaway, we rent a vehicle substantially 
bigger than our family car to gain more 
legroom and space for gear.) Bidding is 
fast, easy and nets the best price, 
provided you bid low. That same night, 
I plotted our driving route using Google 
Maps and shared the result with my 
family, so everyone had the info on 
their phones. Then, on D-day, we just 
loaded up our bags and got going. Apps 
bridged the gaps when we needed  
food, gas or the closest clean bathroom. 
And when it was time to settle in for the 
night, booking a room at the last 
minute was simple and inexpensive—
meaning we could rest easy. 

10 Road-Tested 
Travel Apps
BY CHRISTINA TYNAN-WOOD

SUMMER

FUN!

Last Minute Travel Deals (iOS, Android) 
Provides access to broker’s prices and last-
minute bargains for flights and hotel rooms.

HotelTonight (iOS, Android, Windows Phone) 
Incredible prices on hotels near where you 
are or will be. Here’s the catch—although 
you can scout options beforehand, booking is 
same-day-only for up to five nights. Embrace 
the spontaneity to snag awesome deals. 

Waze (iOS, Android, Windows Phone) 
When traffic suddenly comes to a halt,  
Waze can provide insight as to why—it 
tracks the speed of all nearby smartphone-
toting drivers so you can see real-time 
driving patterns. Often a user posts the 
reason for the delay, as in, Three-car 
accident just before Exit Such-and-Such. 

Yelp (iOS, Android, Windows Phone) 
Hungry? This app finds nearby food options 
and shares other diners’ feedback. Just  
tap the screen for precise directions to your 
chosen pit stop.

Eventseeker (iOS, Android, Windows Phone) 
A source for concerts, museums and other 
attractions near your location.

Priceline (iOS, Android, Windows Phone)  
Instead of going to the trouble of shopping 
around, just bid what you can afford on 
hotels, flights and rental cars. 

Google Maps (iOS, Android) 
A comprehensive navigational tool, 
including turn-by-turn directions, that 
incorporates rerouting when needed based 
on up-to-the-minute traffic info.

ChargePoint (iOS, Android) 
If you drive an electric vehicle, you’ll want 
to reserve at a free charging station along 
your route. (For obvious reasons, it’s best 
not to leave this to chance!)

SpotHero (iOS, Android) 
Skip the circling and reserve parking at 
discounts of up to 50% in New York, 
Boston, Chicago and other select cities.

Parkopedia Parking (iOS, Android, Windows 
Phone) Once you’ve arrived, park like a  
local by accessing this app’s crowdsourced 
database on available nearby options. 

CREATE A PAGE ON YOUR 
SMARTPHONE AND GROUP 
THESE MOSTLY FREE APPS 
TOGETHER FOR EASY ACCESS.

what to 
download



74%

Sources: MiLB, MLB

of four tickets, parking, food, 
drinks and a program

AVERAGE COST

MINOR LEAGUE

$63.55

MAJOR LEAGUE

$167.15

OF AMERICANS LIVE 
WITHIN 30 MILES OF 

A MARKET WITH A 
MINOR LEAGUE TEAM. 

Source: MiLB
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Where the 
Fans Are

The Dayton Dragons, 
Columbus Clippers and 
Brooklyn Cyclones are 

just 3 of the nearly 160 
Minor League Baseball 

teams across the 
country hitting it out of 
the park. In 2013 more 

than 41 million fans 
took in a game. To learn 
more about major perks 
like player meet-and-
greets, giveaways or 

games specifically for 
Boy or Girl Scout 

troops, go to milb.com.
 —Caren Oppenheim



Store playing 
pieces in a 
zippered pocket, 
then roll up to take 
anywhere.  
Lauryn Collection 
Checkers, 
shopscad.com, $24

1960s-era packaging 
heralds a retro fave. 

Classic Twister, 
barnesandnoble.com, $22

Back to  
the Future
Everything old is new again. With fresh takes on  
the classics, nostalgia’s the name of the game. 
By Caren Oppenheim

Talk about aces—these 
waterproof cards actually 
float. Splash Jack Royal 

Cards, amazon.com, $15

SUMMER

FUN!
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Freeze Frame! 
Upload pics of your 

family’s favorite 
summer memories  

on social media  
using the hashtag 

#FCSUMMER.

How does your  
family like to have fun 

during the summer?
55%  

10%  

43%  

10%  

Splashing in the 
pool or ocean.

Hiking or 
being active.

Exploring local 
fairs and festivals. 

Going to movie 
screenings and 
cultural events.

Source: Family Circle Facebook poll



Calling all fans—and fans-to-be—of 
Rainbow Rowell! The author of the 
acclaimed YA crossover Eleanor & Park 
dials it up in Landline (St. Martin’s 
Press), a back-in-time story of a magical 
phone that is also an honest, bittersweet 
depiction of grown-up love and marriage. 
Emily Giffin scores again by bringing  
her discerning understanding of matters 
of the heart—as well as small-town 
football—to The One & Only 
(Ballantine), in which Shea Rigsby  
must learn to stop living her life on the 
sidelines. It’s no mystery why Liane 
Moriarty is a summer staple: She takes 
hyperparenting down a notch with wit 
and compassion but still keeps it real.  
In Big Little Lies (Amy Einhorn Books/
Putnam) she throws a dead body into 
the mix. A young mother going blind  
is no laughing matter, except, incredibly 
so, it is in Nicole C. Kear’s courageous, 
relatable and, yes, truly funny  
Now I See You (St. Martin’s Press). 

Looking to connect with your teen 
and enjoy a great read? Turn to these 
four not-so-young-adult options. They’re 
guaranteed to give you something to talk 
about. Girls under pressure—tests, 
college apps, popularity—and a 
mysterious illness are the focus of two 
books (both based on the same real-life 
incident). In Conversion (Putnam), 
Katherine Howe conjures up a spooky 
story of afflicted modern-day high school 
girls alternating with the actual account 
behind the accusations that led to the 
Salem witch trials. Is it all a cry for 
attention, mass hysteria or something 
truly sinister? Megan Abbott’s  
The Fever (Little, Brown) is a darker, 

Novelty 
Treats
There’s a lot of things I love 
about summer: the warmth (it 
can never be too hot), the long 
days and the amazing books.  
I’m like a kid in an ice cream 
shop unable to decide on my 
favorite flavors. In no particular 
order, here’s what I’ll be 
devouring.  By Darcy Jacobs

more disturbing brew (parents, especially, 
may shudder) as a group of teenage  
girls’ maladies reveal secrets and 
deception. Cammie McGovern channels 
her knowledge and passion for special-
needs kids in Say What You Will 
(HarperTeen). Amy is trying to break out 
of the confines of her cerebral palsied 
body. Matthew is secretly trapped by the 
rituals of his OCD. Brought together,  
they push each other to overcome their  
fears and embrace life and love. Like  
the deservedly best-selling Wonder  
by R.J. Palacio (Knopf Books for Young 
Readers)—required reading for every 
family—this doesn’t just get you talking, 
it gets you thinking, feeling and rejoicing.
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